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FIRE DANGERS IN RESORT HOTELS
SNAKE FARM IN TEXAS PRODUCES

Number of Fires and Amount of Losses in Five Years

Reveal General Fire-Tra- p Conditions.
thai the summer hotel season U in a factory. Progressive states arNoi

20,000 ANNUALLY FOR MARKET

W. A. King and Wife Sell Rattlers at Good Price After

Extracting Venom for Sale to Chemists Reptiles
Have White Meat, Which Tastes Like Veal Women

Like Industry.
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resist fire to a considerable degree, in
tact, they should be for reasons other
than safety it is economical to build

f2.5&.&6, was a little above the
yearly average- - That was nearly 4

per cent of the resort hotel invest-
ment, and the number of fires. 76.

was in the den. Mr. Snake reared ,up.
and I jumped into a prickly pear
patch, and Done too quick. In the
end 1 got both snakes. Sometimes
you find 75 or 100 in one little patch.

"Mrs. King and her sister, when
they caught the bifigest rattlesnake I
ever saw, had small boxes. The two
went out by themselves and were car-
rying a gunnysack with one or two
snakes they had caught earlier in the
day. Mrs. King lassoed the big snake

fireproof. Wood is not a sensible

( KtMwnsvill feTx.l Dispatch to New
York World.)

lrofcably the largest "snake farm"
in th world is operated here by W.
A. Kins "Snake" King, as he calls
himself. The title is not inappro-
priate. He ha a partner in the busi-

ness in his wife. Tbe two have
handled many thousands of vcnemoiis
reptile..!ut now they are catching a great
yn;nv. it being the breeding season.

C i not unusual for a rattler to bring
f..rth SO or 60 in one litter. Not long

building material nor is the cost, a.--

was m similar proportion 10 me compared with incoi sousttbJe materl-t- &

be attractivetal number ox note is. sufflrientlv .low
Kate. Time, and Place of Burning:. nowadays. Owners of certain large
Every five days in 1512 marked the hotels that have burned have not

and tethered him to a tree and then passing of a resort hotel. That aver-- built to burn again, as many do; they,
set the box over him. This snake was age has been fairly eonstaot for five hive built enduring buildings of fire-- 9

feet 6 1-- 2 inches lone: and had nine- - vers. The fires in 1512 were but a nroof construction. That is a enm- -

oue brought forth 183 in one lit- - teen rattles. He was captured on the few less than ia ISttfr. tbe reeord year mendable policy, but it would have
ter. .n infant snake is worth 25 other side of the river below Mata- - of the five. If 1913 continue as it been far more commendable if the
cents, and it rapidly grows in value moras. has begun, the record for this year hotels that burned had been altered
ip t V to l0 depending upon its jt js a nonsense to say snakes may show a diminution in the number and quipped to resist burning,
weight. Snakes are usually sold by hypnotise people. I nevr heard of of fires. On the other hand it may Vatae Of Automatic Sprinklers.
th pund. King feeds his snakes an authentic case. be a "calm before the storm," as in The greatest single device for active
fild mice and rats brought in by "When a snake is located the next tBe summer months numerous -- ftreo fire resistance ia the automatic
Mexican boys. process is to pick it up. But you must nave been recorded eaeh year 60 sprinkler. Automatic sprinklers will

Kin nays he ha handled more not make a false move; it would oe per sent of all fires occurred in the do everything except prevent fire. A
than r00,000 snakes since he started faaL Circle it quietly. Here is where six "open months, April to Heptem- - single sprinkler opened by a fire wu
in tne nustness, aooui iweniy years what thev cann snake charminer oer, ana z t per cenc in June aaa j uiy. ? operate an aiarm. inu? tnree pn- -

TVirmich thf. timA nf wr tht tirPB mary conditions of 4anger are elirni- -comes in. l aon t oeueve mere is
such a thing, although they say that
certain men can move and tnake a

occur most freotuently is interesting,
the time of day Is more so. Nearly
70 per cent of the fires have happened
in the hours between sunset and sun-
rise, and fully 50 per cent in the

snake follow them. Of course, when
a man moves around the snake its
head does follow. When you have the
snake quiet reach under the body and

He is now shipping annually
about 2(,O90 snakes from hi.s farm.
Tbe chaparral wilderness of South
Texas and all of Northern Mexico is
the natural habitat for rattlers and
iuhuy other kinds of poisonous rep-
tiles

Women Hunt Rattlers.
Mr King is an expert snake hunt-e- l

As a girl she learned to handle
ih-,T- t with a minimum of danger. She

pick it up. It remains in its cou. You
must know the exact portion of tho

period of soundest sleep.
In what states have these fires oc-

curred most frequently? New York
is in the lead, with 23 per cent of ailbody in order to lift it up; otherwise

nated: (1) The fire is prevented
from spreading by being held in chet k
of extinguished; 2) the detection
immediate; and (3) an alarm of fito
is given to which the response will be
prompt, If the hotel has a private fire
brigade, and the water may be shut
off as soon as the sprinkler has done
its work and excessive water dame
avoided.

Witness this testimony from one
who has profited by automatic sprink-
ler protection, the owner of a South-
ern hotel, whitfh was equipped with
automatic sprinklers:
ance, and of far more Importance,
is the absolute feeling of satisfaction
caused by knowing that the building

there is danger. I put my left handfuui that there was a market for downf causing him to raise hishead. fires, or 1 per cent more than the per--
theni and for several years before Tne DO(jy then is in the correct-posi- - centage of five New England States,
meeting King she made ousiness of tion jor handling. If it is a 'mean' The six States are debited with nearly
hunting the reptiles in the brush you 8hould work long enough to one-ha- lf of the resort hotel fires in
hcouuu urownsvme. fine sun aeugnu) Pf thk nut of it hv tiring it if the TTaitd State?. And further, the
i snake hunting, and is usually ac-V- rt PnmA An ;t ...iHAnh' ii- Trif-H- t m I kiy Rtt ant niu stas th,

mianiea cent of alliy a snuer. wno is an as- - to but the beliefrattling. popular that Atlantic Coast had 70 perihe farm. The hunting or tor a snake bites it rattles is a mis- - the fires in five years.biuril u

ruuT'r'r .B ru,,Tu' 111 take. I have approached hundreds Kcaxwis ror Bttrnins.thin 1,000 Mexicans in the spring of and contents cannot bum up. Thisand hundreds of snakes that did not i What are the causes of the fires?the year. rattle. The big fellows haul off and The aceomoanviae: tables will answer he can safely assert for the reason
bite and rattle afterrard. Also there that question. th&t on Oetober 30 last, a young ladyis no foundation to the story that the The fires that have happened are threw an exploded lamp into one of
rattlesnake gets a new rattle every fires that could have been avoided if ur toilet rooms rtsht in the middle
year. When it sheds its skin a new raonnhl ntrautiniw! k nir.n of the huildias: an ideal nlace to test
rattle comes. But I have known 1 .

" gm- v m wa-- m f ma v v w M 1 1 m r

have progressed bevand incimencv i 800 m lesB than half a minute onesnakes to shed three and four times a
year in damp years." had they been detected promptly by j sprinkler head blew off and poured a

Snakes from the King farm are
shipped all over the world. They
are in demand by museums, side
shows zoological gardens, and for oth-- e

exhibition purposes. Many of these
snakes are also used for cientiris pur-
poses for study and directing.

The Kings do quite a business in
selling snake poison. It is used large-
ly by chemists for experimental pur-pose.- H

and brings a Rood price. It is
.id t b valuable for medicinal pur-Ph- c

also. There is also much de-

mand feu rattlesnake oil, many be-livi- ng

that it is cod for rheumatism

Poison Is Extracted.
F. B. Armstrong was the pioneersnake farmer in the Brownsville sec

automatic ftre alarm systems or by j regular aemge ci water on the tire,
watchmen. Fires that xnieht have putting it wit immediately, and in
been extinguished in incipient stages less than tw minutes the valve on
had necessary extineudsfiiner anoara-ltnA- t floor had been closed and thetion. He made a business of extract

ing poison from rattlesnakes and mak
destroyed buildings because alarms to I water stopped, cauaintr a total damagefangs and poison sac.

specially constructed box is used .Uk at Z I n Rnrir.irio w. v..illand Mtne other
and hi wife have been bitten Jo ho d the snake while the wort of and theKm? laek of fire walbJt 00, and flre water trraed back into the

many time i,y rattlesnakes. doors and enclosures about stairways system. All this happened about 6is nformed On' siaks Taster 1',kc J?1' Soothe boTtoS sUdglUand in and eators. Fires that spread o'clock in the morning, when the ho--
The iirbt time was by a thef rapidly tbrougH hollow al Is and ceil- - tel was full of ffueste, without anyrttlleraake wM in Ut i, he WB. I JJ fitTver thf neS fihiah. Fires that could have been excitiment among the rneste or with- -

S theThehedTsd controlled had here been sufficient any inconvenience to the guests -
fl vr u"inV nrrmanKaiiate potwSS through tbe hole by means of a lasso and apparatus and organized Other Measures For Safety."TypoSernlniS; Sf S?: and the lid tightened against the neck, mlanSS t0 things that should
moma Sometimes it is necessary to ing the snake powerless for t. Sen J?5' considered by reeort 1Kotel owners- -

M.mlv a tourniauet. as noon as ine 'a'1"' jji upwi . -- f- f irst orpvMt fires by removing
fkoi.Hon hits tne nesn u seeps on, so - .v"--' V,Vi "y ous. r 'v possible causes. Arrange to promptly. t .. ... ...,( uttic nmsc lbrines down its iaws. throwing nut in detect a fire by installing automaticfire alarms or watchmen ajad rloek.Will Continueabout half an inch at the place bit- - anger all the poison that the acBte Of Burning
ten Iet the blood flow freely. If the lwmnina usuaaiy irom one to two uiue
.solution ia mixed properly and ad- - tablespoonfute. It is only a matter of time before
mtnisered properly it is a sure cure. The poison having been ejected, the uve oi simuar etiaracter will
tn my opinion. operator cuts out the fangs, which 8"ccumb to the ravages of fire unless

' I have heard of eating snake lie down close to the jaws in the back Jh fu profit by the examples set
meat old settlers have told me they P or. tne' moutn, resemwmg hypo- - a insure tne perma- -

bive had to eat it. The meat is white dermic needles. Having removed the P-c-y of their houses by investments
and line tasting like veal. fangs, slit is made in the poison sac, ,n alterations of buildings and in fire

"If h snake is hit by a stick and ana thereafter the snake can do no fighting equipment,
wounded, it wili trv to poison itself, rtarm. The poison is of a greenish yel-- Less than one-ha-lf of the amount
Rattlesnakes coil in a flash, but they tinge. While the process is going of these are the things thought of
dv wot have to be coiled in order to on tn snake rattles continuously. usually first ia selecting a resort ho--

i-q- with apparatus to fight a tire,chemical extinguishers, inside ho.se.etc. Provide a --local system to alarm
guests in case of fire. Insure saft-an- d

speedy egress from building by
furnishing proper fire escapes. Ar-
range to transmit an alarm of fire tothe house fire brigade from any partof house by auxiliary fire alarmboxes. Design and constmetion of
buildings should be such that a firewill be confined to place of origin bv
incombustible partitions and doorwhich retard spread laterally and by
enclosing elevators and stairwavs to
prevent fire from passing from onefloor to another. If dors or parti-tions cut off litht, glaxe them with
wiregbxss. if the roof covering i
combustible, i. e.. wooden shingles, or
tarpaper; replace it with tneombus-u- m

roofing, i. approved composi-tion, asbestos shingles or metal or ti.

bite They have to coil in order to ousmeus oi capturing ana rnar-- 1 - wnere toe notel loeated? Is
Kiting sikcs is carrieu on extensive- - wie view attractive T What are the
ly in some parts of Mexico also. sports, the recreations? What is thcuisine? Has the hotel indemr t- -

jump, and they are very lively when
they do move. If a rattle is moving it
c&it swing around like a flash and
Htrike, but if it has a chance to get
awav it will nol trouble you. From a

NO LAUGHING MATTER. tractions? Are the irueat fh;imr.An American visiting In England en- - I comfortable ?
toil they can throw themselves two-- countered one afternoon in the hotel I Questions About Safety That EveryPerson Should Ak.

The questions the average persondoes not think of asking, are:
Has everything been done to pre-vent a fire?

thirds the length ot their ooay. Put m lonnon wnere ne was stopping a
,by repeated Jumps they can tire them- - Scottish kinsman, says the New York
selves ou. Evening Post. The Scot agreed to

little Snakes MoM Deadly. dine with the American, the cousins
"The young snake? have poison repaired to the grill, and after suita- -

fti almost as soon & they are born, ble preliminaries a steak was set b- -
t eady to do the work. The smaller fore them. It was tough. The waiter
the rattlesnake the deadlier it is. The was summoned. He was aJtt apologies.

Oan a fire be detertri t.aAii- -

What is the method r RPVAI T AO AIMOT
guests in case of fire'reason the copperhead is so poisonous Another steak would be forthcoming j and in safety? "MERCHAMT GERMAN"

withi ecause it is so email. i ne poison i or cxiopo it uie scwrenwn preterreo. I there sameieat apoauratusremain?, in a small wound, which "Hold on." said the Seot, as his eye which to fight a fire? Hertin. Jnn tu a , . s
uui-ti.i- y neais over, as mere n no oiooa feU upon a dish of asparagus Which 1 Are the employes of .,hoJifMl.or- - hrf n ?fl St Industrie of Berlinuowimv witn s large snawe me zangs suported the steak on one side. He ganized to act promptlys.r o liiir and t hp snake s.n liPitw that k. v:n i . - 11 -- 'P UeCiaod. foUowine a. mavmpnt
if il strikes you it tears, the lower jaw Asparagus was expensive just then, the aafVeiit rfK.J1 ,Ln.the business wo rlJ
hooking up and its weight causing it li'U tell ye what we'll do. my man' lot fire annaratus I . ' : McannBa to i
to arop. mien wounu oieeaa a m- - he went on: "if yell no chance us for i, in-im"- wV grinning October
tie snaKe loCKs? its jaws and hangs th ana.rriM we'll keen the steak " U--- w 7 " ew, inej niscara Ju unnecessary

formulae in1V a. uuwiuc me, , . . ouiidine itauotfc ajd closingon. me waiter nit is and eonstructioa itbir o thatKmc has several dogs trained for I rrL sIa?i r hT,. TI! of correspondence. IndT a
itnak hunting. They are of the Mex-- I tmor:Mn wk wa u. wi l"rT vLTiT;. will be feauoflant and i. .

-i- n "S MR-- ed with. The umciuim'? l.-a-k

(mih tit? in i oiittnr auu iwnuw his guest's arrangement to stand. He
even ate sparingly-o- f the steak. A

"ol " unitsraraM throughout H o fmd manv followeiv esr.e- -

TZ tl 1 8r r. or what is ca ied "merchantifnifT e ele- - GrM'i ideptead. As aIfELfJSif l enclosed ?f P-- to be discarded Ihe f-- 1-

few days later he related the incident
to another kinsman, also a Seat.

"It is what I shauld have done my-
self. said the other kirozaan solemnly. iwrmja ana the open- - l"1" may b cited:

1

tugs ttt ib ooctoaur covered withdoors?

ts trail until they reach its den or
com upon it in the brush.

Tb usual method of capturing a
snake i to throw a lasso of a small.
Mom t wine over it head, choking it.
aod then dropping it into a gunnycack.
( fte a hunter will bring in a dozen
oi rtirf snaWea in one sack.

WtfH h dogp trail a snake to a
d-- H i ic oereesary to dig the reptilesit. ani U9 Infrequently several oth-- r

snM are found u tse same hole.
I4vr In Big Mnw.
April," King said. '! had dug

The Balkan war has brought about
a rise in certain lumber prices in u- - Is the wall &4 ceiiiojt.otel of such a hatur J??0' lBe

In the possession of your h .r.i.--d

Vwterjrf yesterday. 1 aekaowtel-- e t..
yo the receipt of the same thank --
ru Uw, and have taken th: m-- t care-r- u

notice of Hs eoateats "

'r5J. th formuU f ,r a -
lwicMlcm a busiwisas letter Th

rope because of the Mg demand for cnM in , , , matywood, for ammunition boxes.
involve tbe eatire buildW- - w

There is in the heart of woman
such a deep well of lore that no ass r rrrnr n ir .

can frees n. of retrday reeTd and contentwottd" does not aQ all retirements.
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